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Nine Saktis or forces of the Mother Goddess are recognised, and they are given the names of (I) Kumari, (2) Tri-murti, (3) Kalyani, (4) Rohini, (5) Kalika, (6) Chandika, (7) Sambhavi, (8) Durga, and (9) Subhadra, and worshipped in the forms of virgins. The details of the worship of these Saktis from the first day of the Navaratri onwards are specified in the Devibhagavata. It will be seen from this that the worship of Durga falls on the eighth day. The worship on the ninth day now goes also by the name of Sarasratipuja. Durga and Saraswati are worshipped. The object of celebrating these two " nine day " festivals is, according to Hindu belief, to ward off the evils arising from sickness, which usually prevails during these two seasons of the year. Both kings and their subjects are enjoined to perform certain propitiatory ceremonies to Goddess Durga or to Vishnu as the case may be, as it is believed that the proper carrying out of these would not only ensure protection and immunity from the anticipated diseases but also bring prosperity to the people.
So far as its celebration in Travancore is concerned, the belief is current here also that Navaratri commemorates the victory achieved by Goddess Durga over the demon Mahisha-sura, the monster whose favourite riding animal was Mahisha or buffalo. There is a legend that this demon was causing untold havoc and misery to mankind and was killed at Mysore (originally Mahish ur or Maisur). In Travancore the ceremony commences from Prathama and ends with Navami in the bright half of the month, Purattasi. As the pitja continues to the next morning, i. e., Dasami also, the number of ceremonial days comes to ten. Of the ten days, Durgashtami, Maha-navami and Vijayadasand are comparatively more important* (It is on account of the prominence given to Durgashtami that the festival is called Durgapuja in Northern India). It is not known when this festival began to be first celebrated iii Tr^vaftcore, but it is unquestionable that it h#s 3